SEARCH FOR FAITH STUDY GUIDE WEEK FIVE
RADICALLY FREE AND RADICALLY CLAIMED  (P. 102-113)

1. What does Rabbi Beit-Halachmi mean that she is radically free as a modern, non-Orthodox Jew?

She is religiously free to determine which rituals and commandments to observe, what prayers to say and free to reinterpret, abandon or even reclaim nearly all aspects of Jewish practice and belief.
2. What is her three criteria for rejecting any commandments or rituals of Judaism?

a. They do not lead to ethical outcomes, such as those laws that diminish the role of women in ritual life or leave women beholden to men who refuse to grant them a divorce.
b. They are not reflective of our contemporary attitude toward the non-Jew.
c. They appear to be irrelevant to the contemporary context.

3. Why does she consider this interpretation of scripture “a difficult freedom?”

a. Because it demands constant study and questioning with regard to the tradition.

b. It often entails enormous complications in creating communal life norms.
4. What are the five core tenets of a liberal Jewish theology? (p. 104)

a. The autonomy of the individual to choose.
b. God as the idea to the ethical core of Judaism.

c. The importance of both the universal and the particular, and thus a more open attitude toward the non-Jew.

d. The centrality of the covenant with God; and, in time, as a product of its concern for ethics.

e. The absolute value of religious equality for women.
5. What four changes are happening in contemporary Jewish theology? (p. 105)

a. Greater ritual observance and creativity.

b. An ever-broadening commitment to tikkum olam, which includes not merely social action but environmental ethics as well.
c. The intensification of serious study of and engagement with canonical Jewish texts and a conscious expansion of what constitutes canonical texts.
d. A full embrace of the unique possibilities and challenges of Jewish life in a sovereign democratic Jewish state.
6. What is the special blessing of being created female in the image of God?

a. It means a double emphasis on the necessity to respond to God’s reality by going far beyond to take ultimate responsibility for others, and to literally give birth to and shape the possibility of Judaism in the future.
7. How does Rabbi Beit-Halachmi observe the commandments and Torah? (p 110-111)

He has never doubted the existence of a real, authoritative and demanding God. Furthermore, he cannot imagine a Jewish theology without both the commandments and Torah, much less a Jewish future without the reality of each fully embraced.
8. Rabbi Beit-Halachmi and her husband (also a rabbi) and family moved to Israel.  What is her hope for the modern state of Israel?

The return and rebirth of the Jewish people which is a source of blessing in the world. To seek God in the Land of Israel and To create a homeland for the Jewish people.
9. Write a question in response to this chapter . . . .

In religion all humans are radically evil, both by nature and through a free choice?
THE RADICAL DIVINITY (P. 159-169)
1. In discussing God as the great order of the universe, she says there is more to understand.  What is her point about fixity and change?

In the account of creation, the world, and history existed even before our world came into existence, attributing to God a history of creation and destruction that ended with God’s dwelling in a world that God saw as good.
2. What does “the radical divinity” mean for her?

From the creation story, God took the world of chaos, broke down both its concepts and its reality, and rebuilt them in the form of heaven and earth, luminaries, plants, and living beings, finally establishing humankind in God’s image and likeness.
3. Describe the three practices of Jewish religiosity that she finds compelling for modern Judaism.

a. service to God

b. study and discussion of Torah

c. prayer and worship of God (building a window into the world)

4. What do the final words of her essay mean to you?  From the fear of death and the longing for a living God, we bring forth our life, our time and place, our society and context.  From moment to moment the reflection of God touches our reflection and awakens faith in us.  Take notice, says God. Take notice, I repeat to myself.  Not to despair; not to stumble, not to wither.  To open door after door to the living God, to open it within myself and in reality, door after door, hope after hope.

5.  Write a question in response to this essay. . .. 


The predisposition to Good and the propensity to evil.
